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2007 has been a record year for the tourist arrivals

With a total of 675,889 tourists, it has been recorded that 2007 had been a record
year for tourist arrivals in the Maldives. It was projected that the arrivals would
be 8.5% higher than the previous year; however, tourist arrivals exceeded the
projection by 3.8% resulting in a 12.3% increase from the previous year.

The monthly arrivals figures are as follows: January (64,570), February (65,224),
March (64,491), April (63,171), May (46,602), June (38,457), July (51,025),
August (53,168), September (48,468), October (58,706), November (56,797), and
December (65,210).

With 125,158 tourist arrivals, United Kingdom ranked top among the source
markets, followed by Italy with a total of 117,246 tourists. Third highest ranked
was Germany with 72,269 tourists followed by France, Japan and China with a
total of 45,301, 41,121 and 35,976 tourists respectively.

The total bed nights for the end of 2007 were 5,293,224, and this is an increase of
9.7% than the previous year. The occupancy recorded for resorts/hotels for the
year 2007 was 82.9%. An average of 17,511 beds had been operated throughout
last year. The average stay of a tourist has increased to 8.5 days for 2007 from 8.0
days in 2006.
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