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Capacity“i\m;q Middle East Situation

Maldives Expands Global Connectivity



Total Visitors as at year-end Total Visitors as at year-end
2,046,615 Tourists 2,246,516 Tourists
15,610 Business Arrivals 20,309 Business Arrivals
12,217 Cruise Passengers 8,263 Cruise Passengers

International Visitor Arrivals - Monthly

As of 20th May 2026
| Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May |
(1-20th) (as of 20th May) Average
2024 Total Visitors mm 197,047 | 172,477 | 82,558 865,856 m

Tourists 192,385 217,392 194,227 168,366 82,558 854,928 6,107

Business Arrivals 960 1,086 1,034 926 n/a 4,006 n/a

Cruise Passengers 1,798 153 1,786 3,185 n/a 6,922 n/

2025 Total Visitors | 216,544 | 216,309| 207,707 | 202,214 m 6,682

Tourists 214,863 204,091 203,468 198,322 92,646 923,390 6,596

Business Arrivals 1,465 1606 1314 2,022 n/a 6,407 n/a

Cruise Passengers 216 612 2,925 1,870 n/a 5,623 n/

Tourists 224,788 247722 161,259 147600 85109 866,478 6,189

2026 Total Visitors | 227,403 | 254,556| 166,616 | 152,861 85,109

Business Arrivals 1,550 1,697 1,308 1,804 n/a 6,259 n/a

Cruise Passengers 1,065 5237 4,049 3,457 /al 13,808 n/
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Top 10 Nationalities & their Accommodation Preferenc

As of 20th May 2026

15.7% of arrivals (136,459 Tourists)

63.9% to Resorts 31.1% to Guesthouses 3.4% to Hotels 1.5% to Vessels

13.5% of arrivals (117,052 Tourists)

76.9% to Resorts 20.2% to Guesthouses 1.6% to Hotels 1.1% to Vessels

8.8% of arrivals (76,339 Tourists)

86.7% to Resorts 9.8% to Guesthouses 2.2% to Hotels 1.3% to Vessels

7.9% of arrivals (68,082 Tourists)

64.3% to Resorts 29.8% to Guesthouses 2.5% to Hotels 3.2% to Vessels

6.6% of arrivals (57,357 Tourists)

78.2% to Resorts 15.9% to Guesthouses 3.6% to Hotels 2.2% to Vessels

Switzerland

10

Australia

5.4% of arrivals (46,561 Tourists)

76.7% to Resorts 20.2% to Guesthouses 1.8% to Hotels 1.3% to Vessels

3.2% of arrivals (27,902 Tourists)

71.2% to Resorts 18.9% to Guesthouses 3.6% to Hotels 6.3% to Vessels

2.6% of arrivals (22,127 Tourists)

75.3% to Resorts 16.3% to Guesthouses 3.4% to Hotels 4.9% to Vessels

2.3% of arrivals (20,321 Tourists)

86.0% to Resorts 8.7% to Guesthouses 2.4% to Hotels 2.7 % to Vessels

2.2% of arrivals (18,800 Tourists)

76.8% to Resorts 15.8% to Guesthouses 4.7 % to Hotels 2.6% to Vessels
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Resorts

610,717
Tourists
70.5%

of total arrivals

Tourist Distribution to Facilities
As of 20th May 2026

Guesthouses Hotels Vessels
212,625 ] 22,659 19,275
Tourists ﬂ Tourists Tourists
24.5% 2.6% 2.2%
of total arrivals of total arrivals of total arrivals

Total Visitors by Port of Entry

As of 20th May 2026

Airports Arrivals  Share

B \elana International Airport 861,674 97.2%

B Hanimaadhoo International Airport 1,989 0.2%

B Maafaru International Airport 3145 0.4%

Ports Of Entl‘y Gan International Airport 3,617 0.4%
(as of 20th May 2026)

Villa International Airport Maamigili 1,582 0.2%

Dhaalu Airport 729 01%

Sea Ports Arrivals  Share

N Al 13,808 1.6%

65+

55-64

45-54

35-44

Age Groups

25-34

15-24

0-14

Tourists by Age Group & Gender

As of 20th May 2026

2.0 4.0 6.0 8.0 10.0 12.0 14.0 16.0
% Share

Female H Male
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Tourist Accomodation

Total Capacity

As of 20th May 2026

9 8 n 6 % Resorts 185 45,963

of beds were in Guesthouses 918 16,190
Operation

(as of 20th May 2026) H Otels 16 2' 654

Tourist Vessels 171 3,481

Capacity in Operation

As of 20th May 2026
~ *\\

66%

_— of total bed capacity in 19 atolls
= 179 resorts/islands with 44,977 beds

25%

ﬁ of total bed capacity A Total of

Guesthouses in 115 islands of 20 atolls
™ i

918 guesthouses with 16,190 beds
4% beds

ﬂ of total bed capacity in 1,284 facilities
s in 9 islands of 8 atolls
16 hotels with 2,654 beds )
N

5%
of total bed capacity
171 tourist vessels with 3,481 beds

.
I
Vessels
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Arrivals & Beds Distribution by Atolls

As of 20th May 2026

Haa Alifu

Haa Dhaalu
Shaviyani
Noonu

Raa

Baa
Lhaviyani
Kaafu

Alifu Alifu
Alifu Dhaalu
Vaavu
Meemu
Faafu
Dhaalu
Thaa
Laamu
Gaafu Alifu
Gaafu Dhaalu
Gnaviyani

Seenu

Arrivals

(Resorts, Hotels
& Guesthouses)

6,391
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Minister of Tourism and Civil Aviation Addresses Air Connectivity and Capacity

Amid Middle East Situation
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During a press conference held by the Special
Cabinet Committee on 19 May 2026 regarding
the ongoing Middle East situation, the Minister
of Tourism and Civil Aviation, HE. Mohamed
Ameen, addressed concerns related to air con-
nectivity and tourism in the Maldives.

The Minister noted that seat capacity for the
current summer schedule has increased by 2%
compared to the previous vyear, achieved
through collaboration with multiple airlines
aimed at strengthening overall connectivity. He
added that efforts are underway to ensure the
situation does not negatively impact tourism or
air access to the Maldives.

The Ministry has also implemented measures to
reduce fuel costs in a bid to attract more airlines
and improve operational viability. Additionally, a
gradual improvement in flight movements from
Gulf carriers has been observed, although oper-
ations have not yet returned to pre-conflict
levels. Authorities noted that while recovery is
ongoing, early signs of increased connectivity
are becoming visible.



Farewell Call by H.E. Soo Kok Leng, High Commissioner of Singapore to the Maldives,

Reaffirms Maldives-Singapore Partnership
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HE. Soo Kok Leng paid a farewell call on
Mohamed Ameen, marking the conclusion of his
diplomatic tenure in the Maldives.

During the meeting, Minister Ameen thanked
the High Commissioner for his valuable
contributions  towards  strengthening  the
longstanding  friendship and  cooperation
between the Maldives and Singapore.
Discussions also reflected on the positive
progress achieved in bilateral relations and
areas of mutual collaboration during his tenure.

Minister Ameen further conveyed his sincere
appreciation for the High Commissioner's
service and extended best wishes for success in
his future endeavours. The farewell meeting
reaffirmed the strong ties and continued
partnership  between the Maldives and
Singapore.



Minister of Tourism and Civil Aviation Visits VMC
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Minister of Tourism and Civil Aviation, H.E.
Mohamed Ameen, visited the Visit Maldives
Corporation, where he met with the corpora-
tion's CEO/Managing Director and staff mem-
bers.

During the visit, the Minister acknowledged and
appreciated the efforts of the Visit Maldives
team in promoting the Maldives as a leading
global tourist destination. The visit also served as
a platform for discussions on ongoing and
upcoming marketing initiatives, including prepa-
rations for "Visit Maldives Year 2027" highlight-
ing the importance of continued collaboration
and strategic planning in supporting the growth
of the Maldives tourism sector.




Maldives Expands Global Connectivity with Maldivian’s New Direct Australia Route
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The first-ever direct flight between Australia and
the Maldives has officially arrived at Velana
International Airport, marking a major milestone

in air connectivity between the two destinations.

The new direct service brings Australia closer to
the Maldives than ever before, enhancing travel
convenience, strengthening tourism ties, and
opening new opportunities for visitors seeking
the Maldives' world-renowned luxury and leisure
experiences. The launch is expected to further
boost arrivals from the Australian market and
support the Maldives’ growing presence in Oce-
ania.



First Aid Training Programme Completed by Participants from Raa, Baa and
Lhaviyani Resorts
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A total of 22 resort participants from Raa Atoll,
Baa Atoll, and Lhaviyani Atoll have successfully
completed the Standard First Aid Training
Programme, strengthening essential emergency
response skills within the tourism sector.

The certificates were awarded at a ceremony
held at Cyryx College on 16 May. Speaking at the
event, Deputy Minister Hassan Suwad highlight-
ed the importance of applying first aid knowl-
edge in both workplace settings and daily life,
noting its value in enhancing safety and
preparedness across resort operations.



Ministry of Tourism and Civil Aviation Participates in Co.Lab 26

| [@ x MINDCO' | Maldives®® |

.
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The Ministry of Tourism and Civil Aviation
(MoTCA) participated in the Maldives Al Lab
initiative launched by MINDCo and Bank of Mal-
dives as part of the Maldives 2.0 Digital Transfor-
mation Agenda. The initiative brought together
five ministries to present practical Al-driven
solutions aimed at improving public service
delivery and operational efficiency.

During the sessions, MoTCA presented five Al
use cases focused on enhancing workflows and
supporting smarter service delivery within the
tourism sector. Among these, three use cases
were identified as the highest priorities for
implementation.

The prioritized use cases included Automated
Document Verification & Data Entry System,
which can help speed up application process-
ing, improve accuracy, and reduce manual work-
load through automated document handling
and data extraction. Another key use case,
Streamlining Data Cleaning & Compilation, can
support faster and more reliable reporting by
improving the organization, consistency, and
compilation of data collected from multiple
sources. The third prioritized use case, Al-based
Verification for Pre-Application, can help simplify
verification procedures, improve the quality of
submissions, and accelerate application review
timelines  through  Al-assisted  validation
processes.

MoTCA's participation highlights the ministry's
commitment to adopting innovative digital solu-
tions that support smarter governance and more
efficient public services.



Visit Maldives Strengthens Australian Market Presence
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Visit Maldives has intensified its push into the
Australian market through a strategic partner-
ship with Luxury Escapes, alongside a strong
showcase at the Luxury Escapes LIVE Mel-
bourne 2026 event.

The collaboration includes joint marketing cam-
paigns across Australia and New Zealand, trade
activations, retail promotions, and destination
storytelling aimed at boosting Maldives visibility
among Australian travellers. Visit Maldives also
highlighted the launch of new Melbourne to
Malé charter operations by Maldivian, improving
direct connectivity between the two destina-
tions.

At the Melbourne event, the Maldives promoted
its premium travel experiences including luxury,
wellness, romance, and family tourism through
immersive destination showcases and exclusive
travel offers. The campaign further reinforces the
Maldives' strategy to attract high-value travellers
and strengthen tourism growth from the Ocea-
nia market.



Maldives Showcases Culinary Excellence at Worldchefs Congress & Expo 2026
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Visit Maldives is promoting the Maldives' rich
culinary heritage and luxury dining experiences
at the Worldchefs Congress & Expo 2026 in
Newport, Wales. The global event brings togeth-
er leading chefs, hospitality professionals,
culinary educators, and industry stakeholders
from around the world.

Through live cooking demonstrations, authentic
Maldivian cuisine showcases, and networking
engagements, Visit Maldives is positioning the
destination as a premier gastronomy and experi-
ential tourism hub. The participation also aims to
strengthen partnerships with international
culinary associations, chefs, travel trade profes-
sionals, and media, while enhancing the Mal-
dives' visibility across key global markets.
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